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Commissioner for Patents 
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Applicants herewith cite the pritUQt cited on the enclosed 
Form PTO/SB/08A which may be material to the patentability of the 
application. 

A copy of the prior art identified in the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08A is enclosed. 

The prior art was cited by the German Patent Office in the 
prosecution of the German priority application. 

In accordance with MPEP §§609 and 707.05(b) it is requested 
that each document cited be given thorough consideration, and that 
it be cited of record in the prosecution history of the present 
application and the patent to issue on the present application by 
initialing on the Form PTO/SB/08A. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56 as an Examiner might 
consider any cited document important in deciding whether to allow 
the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of any 
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document herein is not to be -construed as an admission that such 
document is necessarily relevant or prior art. Moreover, no 
representation is intended that any cited document represents the 
results of a complete search or that the Examiner in the normal 
course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104(a), and 
in the course of such search will review for relevance every 
document cited on the attached Form PT0/SB/8A even if not 
initialed. 

Early examination and allowance are solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



COOK, ALEX, McFARRON, MANZO, 
CUMMINGS & MEHLER, LTD. 
200 West Adams Street 
Suite 2850 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 236-8500 



Dated: October 25, 2002 By: 




Qaniel M. Riess 
Registration No. 24,375 



